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introduced the cultivation of potatoes of
excellent qualities on these hills in 1832;
and it is mostly owing to their industry
that potatoes and English vegetables yielded
an abundant supply not only to the station
but to Poona and Bombay markets also.
It was Mr. B. Hutt, (Bombay Civil Service )
Assistant Judge at Thana, who suggested
in 1830 the sending of a body of Chinese
convicts to the Mahabaleshwar hills as a
reformatory experiment, which proved in
every wa}- a most complete success, and to
which we owe the successful introduction
of the culture of the potato, which has
since become one of the staple products of
Western India.*
Amongst the visitors the largest number
was that of Europeans, mostly high officers
of Government, Civil and Militaiy. The
Resident of Satara was a conspicuous figure
playing an important part in the social
life of the station. Lt.-Col. Robertson
had his own bungalow on the Sindola
Hill, which was known for many years as
the "Sindola Park" or the Residency
Bungalow, and is now the propert}^ of
the Chief of Miraj (Senior). At its
entrance on the western side, near the
* For more information about Chinese Convicts on the Maha-
baleshwar Hills, see Appendix.